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WEPC Vision Statement

“A Community of Faith Expressing Itself Through Love”

Youth Ministry Mission Statement

The WEPC YM exists to foster a community of faith amongst students as a part of the
larger church who know and experience the love of Jesus by loving them in a Christ
centered way, and sharing the knowledge & truth of the Gospel of Christ.

Youth Ministry Core Values

Loving: We serve a God who is love (1 John 4:8), and a God who in His love gave His Son
for the salvation of the world (John 3:16). Therefore, we seek to show and share this same
love with all students who attend our events, regular meetings, camps, or any other activity
in our ministry (1 John 4:19). We do this through patience and kindness (1 Corinthians
13:4), seeking to put students above ourselves (Philippians 2:3-4), and through sharing with
them our very own lives and selves so that they might see the love of Christ in us (1
Thessalonians 2:8).

Engaging & Relational: In Genesis, God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Later in Genesis 2, “the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man
should be alone. . .” (Genesis 2:18). The relational nature of the Trinity overflows into the
creation of man and further does so in God’s continued sustaining work and care for his
creation. God made us to be relational people in reflection of himself being relational. He
created us to not only be in relationship with him but also with one another for “[we] are the
body of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 27). Therefore, our Youth
Ministry seeks relationships to be formed, built up in love, and sustained through faithful
discipleship, acknowledging that a relationship with our Savior and with our fellow believers
is an essential part of the Christian faith. Our core value of being relational necessitates us



to be committed to engaging as we seek to foster relationships in and among our students.
“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them
out” (Ezekiel 34:11). With the understanding that God first pursued us, we are given
freedom to pursue our students, showing them the same regard and devotion that ultimately
bears witness to a loving Savior. In engaging with our students, we follow Christ’s example
in fostering meaningful relationships by asking intentional questions, spending meaningful
time pursuing students, partnering with the families, and looking to God as “the founder
and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

Generational: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words
that I command you today shall be on your heart.You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deuteronomy 6:4-7). Our Youth Ministry does
not seek to be a separate group or a church within a church. Scripture is clear in saying that
the primary discipler(s) of the child are the parents. Therefore we desire to come alongside
parents and partner together in making disciples whether that be in prayer, or leading Bible
studies together.

Gospel-Centered: The gospel, being the life, death and resurrection of Christ, is not only
what we seek to learn and practice but also what motivates us to do youth ministry to begin
with (Ephesians 4: 11-14). It is not just advice on how to live a morally correct life. It is the
life-changing good news of the “redeeming”love of our Savior “who accomplished our
salvation by his atoning sacrifice on the cross...”. It informs how we interact with our
families and friends, with our culture, in the church and with ourselves. We do youth
ministry as a response to the gift of love and salvation presented in the gospel through Jesus
(1 Peter 1:3-5).

Open & Safe: Our hope is that we can provide an environment that allows our students to
feel not only loved as stated above but to be able to be free in the ways God has made them.
By being open and encouraging, providing opportunities for deeper connection in a way that
doesn’t feel forced but yet intentional. (Matthew 19:13-15) “Then children were brought to
him so that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, but
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs
the kingdom of heaven.” And he laid his hands on them and went away.

Christ-Like: (Philippians 2:5-11, Romans 8:29, Gal. 5:16-18) We believe that as we follow
the Lord, we are meant to become more like Jesus in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we
aim to model the life of our Savior in our day to day lives by being led by the Holy Spirit to
trust that God will provide our needs and give us the freedom to serve others for the sake of
the Gospel.



