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Our Core Value
The Gospel Changes Everything

“The Gospel... is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.”
Romans 1:16

At West End Presbyterian Church, we believe that our purpose is to glorify God by enjoying Him
forever, and our mission is to help followers of Jesus bring the Gospel to bear in every facet of our
lives and culture.

We have this purpose and mission because of the Gospel. It is our deep and abiding conviction that
our God has forgiven our sins and given us new life by His grace alone. He has accomplished this
once and for all, through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.

And this Good News changes everything.
Absolutely everything.

There is no person, relationship, circumstance, community, culture, or neighborhood so broken by
sin that it lies beyond the redemptive reach of Jesus. No corner of our city and no dark chamber of
the human heart is beyond the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. Through His Church, God has
entrusted to us the ministry of reconciliation-- the bold proclamation and embodied demonstration
of His redeeming grace. And we carry this treasure in jars of clay, “to show that the surpassing power
belongs to God and not to us” (Il Corinthians 4:7).

When the Gospel is most precious to us, it gives us a compelling vision for the world around us. We
are drawn outward into the fields that are ready for harvest. A congregation captivated by the
boundless grace of its heavenly Father is continually renewed and revived—and that renewal
inevitably sends us together into the world in unified mission, in the name of Jesus Christ and in the
power of His Spirit.

In light of the Gospel, the best way to live as “a community of faith expressing itself through love”
(Galatians 5:6) is to participate together in the ministry of Jesus as His Body. We want to follow
Jesus together, take faithful risks together, learn His Word together, and join Him in His work in our
city and our world. As we do, we discover the deep joy of fellowship in His purposes for His people.

Therefore, our desire is not simply to believe the Gospel, but to become a people whose entire life is
shaped by the Gospel-- a church equipped to participate in the mission of God, to bring the good
news of Jesus to bear on every part of life, and to raise up and encourage new generations of faithful
leaders.

Because the Gospel changes everything, it changes us-- and through us, God is at work changing
the world.



Our Vision
To Be a Biblically Authentic Community
of Faith Expressing Itself Through Love

“In Christ Jesus...the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”
Galatians 5:6

God'’s design is to change and redeem His broken creation.

The Gospel Changes Lives and Restores Relationships
The Gospel Makes Us Outward-Faced

The Gospel Creates a Movement Mentality

The Gospel Renews Our Community

The Gospel Makes the Church Essential in these Tasks

God has chosen to display His grace and advance His mission through His people, the Church. We
therefore embrace our calling with both humility and confidence-- not confidence in ourselves, but
confidence in Jesus who is at work among us.

The conviction that the Gospel changes everything fuels our identity as a church. Because of the
Gospel, we live and minister with hope, joy, and confidence. We boldly proclaim the Gospel to
everyone-- believer and skeptic alike-- and we are captivated by the privilege of being God’s people
and participating in His mission.

We believe God is growing a people at WEPC marked by both humility and confidence-- a
community that finds its life and meaning in knowing Christ and making His grace known. We want
to be a fellowship that delights in following wherever God leads, loves one another sacrificially, and
cannot help but boast in the salvation of Jesus before a watching world.

God'’s design is to make us increasingly like Jesus. As the image of God is renewed in us, our lives are
increasingly oriented toward His worship and His work. We therefore cannot see ourselves simply

as people who attend a church or participate in its programs.

We are a people who belong to God, and who have been called to participate in God’s purposes.



Our Mission
To Make Followers of Jesus Who Bring the Gospel to Bear
on Every Facet of Life and Culture

“Your name and renown are the desire of our hearts.”
Isaiah 26:8

Our vision compels us to participate boldly in His redemptive mission. As the Gospel takes root in
the lives of individuals and in the life of the Church, renewal begins to spread outward-- into our
relationships, our neighborhoods, our workplaces, our city, and ultimately the wider culture of
Metro Richmond.

God has blessed us to be a blessing. He has sovereignly placed each of us within particular
relationships and circles of influence so that we might bring the hope and healing of the Gospel to
the people and places around us. And there is a remarkable relationship between spiritual renewal
and faithful risk: as God renews His people, He sends them; and as His people step out in faith, He
often renews them more deeply.

We believe that renewal in the life of the believer and in the Church leads to mission. As the
Gospel becomes increasingly precious to us, we become increasingly convinced that we have Good
News to share. Gospel-shaped outreach is not primarily an obligation-- it is the overflow of love.
Those who have encountered the grace of God in Christ naturally desire others to know the same
grace.

Our mission, therefore, flows from worship. Because we treasure Jesus, we want others to treasure
Him. Because we have received mercy, we want others to encounter mercy. Because we have been
reconciled to God, we long to see relationships and communities reconciled through Christ. Why
would we not want to participate in such a mission?

We also believe that mission leads to renewal. God often deepens our faith as we step beyond our
comfort and follow Him into places of dependence and risk. Taking faithful risks does not create
new spiritual life-- that life comes from God alone-- but it often becomes the context in which our
faith is strengthened and our dependence on Him deepened.

When we step out in faith, we discover again that our hope is not in our abilities, our programs, or
our strategies, but in the faithfulness of our living God. The false hopes of this world cannot satisfy,
but the Living Hope we have in Jesus never fails. So we ask with confidence: Will our faithful God
not make good on His promises-- to us and to the world?



How Do | Respond?

We believe that the combination of faithful teaching and hands-on initiative is the best
context for personal transformation. Sitting in a classroom is of limited value. Action
without encouragement and training can have disastrous consequences. But followers of
Jesus who are being trained in His Word and His purposes, who participate in His
ministry in the power of His Spirit are a formidable force for change.

Our hope is that every woman, man, and child at WEPC would personally participate in
three areas:

Be Equipped
Small Groups
Men’s or Women’s Groups
Child or Adult Discipleship Gatherings

Take aRisk
Share the Message of the Gospel
Tutor a Child or Adult
Go on a Mission Trip
Get on a Leadership Track
Join a Ministry Team
Serve in Children’s Ministry
Offer to Cook Meals or Set-up for Gatherings
Demonstrate Mercy and Hospitality
Attend a Prayer Meeting
Volunteer ina WEPC Partner Ministry
Participate ina WEPC Church Plant

Pray for God’s Kingdom to Advance
Please join us in earnestly praying that that the Lord would use WEPC in the large-
scale renewal of Metro Richmond. Specifically pray for our Gospel-centered living
and for Jesus to bear fruit through a...

Transformed People.
Transformed Church.
Transformed City.
Transformed World.

We are grateful for your partnership in the Gospel.

Where will Jesus take us as His Kingdom advances?



