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G O D  T H E  FAT H E R  C A L L S  U S  T O  W O R S H I P  H I M

Hebrews 12:1-3

The First Word
We believe that God always 
initiates with sinners, so we 

begin worship with His Word: 
His invitation to us to gather 

in His name.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

“It was as if the wicked held Israel a prisoner bound by strong ropes, 
but their Savior set them free.”
--R.C. Sproul

“With clubs and staves they sought you, like a thief, you are the Way, 
the true relief; most true to those, who are your greatest grief.”
--George Herbert

“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according 
to his ways, declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, 
and live.”
--Ezekiel 18:30-32

OPPRESSION

CALL TO WORSHIP

INVOCATION

Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
 
Let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
 
Looking to Jesus, the Founder and Perfecter of our faith, 
 
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of God.
 
Consider Him who endured from sinners such hostility against Himself, 
so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Invocation
Asking God to be with us.

The Nineteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost: Ordinary Time

We are now in the season after 
Pentecost, known as “Ordinary 

Time.” Having celebrated the gift 
of the Holy Spirit to the Church 

at Pentecost, Ordinary Time 
signals the interim of the Church 
until Christ comes again in glory. 

Jesus is faithfully advancing 
His Kingdom in the power of 

His Spirit in this season. We 
anticipate the consummation of 

all things when Christ comes in 
His glory as King of all.
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SONG OF ADORATION

COME YE SINNERS, POOR AND NEEDY

“Come and take 
the free gift of 
the water of life.” 
Revelation 22:17

Joseph Hart 
(1759); Traditional 
American melody, 
Walker’s Southern 
Harmony (1835). 
Public domain

Adoration
The God who 
meets with us in 
worship is good 
and powerful. 
We recognize His 
greatness and 
remember His 
amazing works 
together in song.
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NEW TESTAMENT READING
Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 
according to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often 
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross 
of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory 
in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is 
in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself.

Philippians 3:17-21

MINISTRY OF PRAYER

WELCOME
We are glad you have joined us this morning! If you are visiting our church for the first 
time, or are a regular attender or church member, we encourage you to use our online 
or paper Keep in Touch form to introduce yourself, request prayer, or request more 
information about our church. Following the service, please introduce yourself to 
Pastor Steve Shelby either in the Gallery or on the front sidewalk.

OFFERING
You can place your offering and/or tear-off as the plates pass. Please 
visit wepc.org/give, scan the QR code for online giving options, or 
mail your offering to the church office. All checks will be converted to 
electronic deposit.

Heidelberg Catechism 
Q&A 127 (1563)

DECLARATION OF FAITH
What does the sixth petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “And do not bring 
us to the time of trial but rescue us from the evil one,” mean?

“And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one” means:

By ourselves we are too weak
to hold our own even for a moment.
And our sworn enemies
the devil, the world, and our own flesh
never stop attacking us.
And so, Lord,
uphold us and make us strong
with the strength of your Holy Spirit,
so that we may not go down to defeat
in this spiritual struggle,
but may firmly resist our enemies
until we finally win the complete victory.
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“Behold, I am coming 
soon” Revelation 22:12

Horatius Bonar (1849), 
alt. Michelle Raybourn; 
Music: ©2022 Michelle 
Raybourn Music 
(ASCAP), Mikey Rogers 
Music (BMI), Kevin 
Twit Music (ASCAP) 
and Sammi Accola 
Music (BMI). Used by 
permission. 
CCLI #708363

WE SHALL BE SOON

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:30AM)
Children, ages 4 through 2nd grade, are invited to the front of the Sanctuary prior 
to the sermon for a Bible lesson.
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Psalm 129. A song of 
Ascents. 

G O D  T H E  S O N  R E N E W S  U S  T H R O U G H  H I S  W O R D  &  S A C R A M E N T

1“Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth”—
let Israel now say—
2“Greatly have they afflicted me from my youth,
yet they have not prevailed against me.
3The plowers plowed upon my back;
they made long their furrows.”
4The Lord is righteous;
he has cut the cords of the wicked.
5May all who hate Zion
be put to shame and turned backward!
6Let them be like the grass on the housetops,
which withers before it grows up,
7with which the reaper does not fill his hand
nor the binder of sheaves his arms,
8nor do those who pass by say,
“The blessing of the Lord be upon you!
We bless you in the name of the Lord!”

SCRIPTURE READING

SERMON
A Worship Guide with sermon questions is posted each Sunday at 
wepc.org/sermons. You can also find the sermon audio on Apple Podcasts and 
Spotify under "West End Presbyterian Church RVA."
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Hear our words and our groanings, O Lord. Give attention to our 
cry for mercy. You are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil 
may not dwell with You. The boastful shall not stand before Your 
eyes; You hate all evildoers. You destroy those who speak lies; 
You abhor the bloodthirsty and deceitful. Forgive us, good Lord.  
We have sinned against You and our neighbor. We have sought to 
justify ourselves before You. We have attempted to atone for our 
own sins and punish the sins of others. And so, we have boasted 
in sin and self. By Your mercy alone, by the abundance of Your 
steadfast love may we enter Your house. Because of Your Son, O 
Lord, let us find refuge in You. Take away our sins and let us ever 
sing for joy. Cover us with Your favor as with a shield. For the sake 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Based on Psalm 5

Confession & Encouragement
Often we find that our hearts 
worship something other than 
God. In confessing our sins, the 
Holy Spirit probes our hearts 
and minds and graciously shows 
us what we mistakenly believe 
will give us life. Jesus is good to 
lead us from sorrow over our sin 
to the sweetness of His grace.

Silent Confession of Sin

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took 
the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning 
the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats 
and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 
But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. But when 
we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be 
condemned along with the world.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

I Corinthians 11:23-32
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THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
West End Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians who actively trust 
in Jesus Christ for salvation, who are willing to forsake their sin and heart-idols, and 
who are members of congregations that proclaim the Gospel, to participate in the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper with us. The Elders presiding over the Supper are 
praying for you as the congregation participates in the sacrament. 

At each communion station, grape juice is served in purple cups, wine is served in 
clear cups, and gluten-free bread is served in a separate tray. For a list of ingredients 
in the wafers, see the Worship FAQs on our Visit page.

If your child is ready to make a public profession of faith in Jesus Christ, please 
contact the WEPC office.

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth. When He 
was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting Himself to Him who judges justly. He 
Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT
I Peter 2:22-24
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SONGS OF RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

G O D  T H E  H O LY  S P I R I T  T R A N S F O R M S  U S  BY  H I S  G R A C E

LOOK TO JESUS (COME YE SOULS BY SIN AFFLICTED) “Cast all your anxiety 
on him because he 
cares for you.” 
1 Peter 5:7

Original Words: 
Joseph Swain | Addt'l. 
Words and Music: 
Kevin Twit ©2013. 
Used by permission. 
CCLI #708363
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GOD WHO SAVES“For He made Him 
who knew no sin to 

be sin for us, that we 
might become the 

righteousness of God 
in Him.” 

2 Corinthians 5:21

Aaron Senseman 
©2001 Stuntman 

Music. Used by 
permission. 

CCLI #708363
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AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE) “For by grace you 
have been saved 
through faith. And 
this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result 
of works, so that 
no one may boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9
 
John Newton 
Chris Tomlin 
Louie Giglio 
©2006 sixsteps 
Music. Used by 
permission. 
CCLI #708363

REFRAIN

VERSE












































 






































































 








































ourwore

is
is

ing
ing
ing

the

There
There

pour
pour
pour

praise

andtree

head.

ato

bled!who

So

way.
name.

made,
lay,

made,

a
His

were
He
were

Godthe

that

that

rolled
in

where

shame.
grave.
shame.

tomb

Hisponu

nailedwaswhoGod

Praise

stone
pow'r

wounds

wounds

a
is

our
the
our

the
the
the

in

of
of
of

ver
ver
ver

saves!

there

out
out
out

o
o
o

joy
pow'r,

ing
ing
ing

ing
ing
ing

is
is

sins

thePraise

whoGod

pour
pour
pour

pour
pour
pour

there
there

love
hope
hope

out,
out,
out,

isTherename.Hisin

slain,

slain,
day,

waswho

was
third

who
that

Lamb

Lamb
raised

theof

theof
dybo

pow'ristherepow'r,isthere

blood

blood

thein

the
His

in
in

life

life
truth

is

is
is

3.There

1.There
2.There








































VERSE

REFRAIN




 



 













 



 



 



  















 



 





 













 



  

 























 









 



































end ingun

that
and
me

chains are

ran somed

did
shield
called

My

has

grace.

rains,

was
cious
my
who

ior

once
pre
will
God,

see.
lieved.
dures.
mine.

Sav

cyHis mer

How
He
But

I
be
en
ver

my

now
first
life
e

my God,

ingmaza

flood

me.
lieved.
cures.
shine.

but
I
as
for

blind
hour
long
be

free,

like aAnd

re
se
to

was
the
as
will

set

fears
hope
bear

found,
pear,
be,
low,

I'vebeen

love,

me.

a
my
my
for

I'm
ap
tion
be

grace
word
sun

now
grace
por
here

gone

butlost,I

His
the

that
and

me,
snow,

sound,
fear,

to
like

the
to

good
solve

sweet
heart

mised
dis

how
my

likewretchsaved

pro
soon

grace,
taught

has
shall

ing
that

Lord
earth

maz
grace

3.The
4.The

1.A
2.Twas























12  October 4, 2026

Pastor Steve Shelby preached today’s sermon and administered the Lord's 
Supper. Pastor Kevin Greene led worship. Elder Chris Newlin, Mya Logan, Doug 
Cherrington, Buddy Miner, Emily Long, Worship Arts Director Becca Wethered, 
Donald Smith, and Troy Arnold led this morning’s congregational singing. 
Greg Stiles, Caleb Han, and Deacon Chris May managed today’s audio and video 
live stream. Cora Snyder managed the in-house video system. Children's Ministry 
Director Audrey Snyder gave the Children's Message at the 10:30 AM service.

DOXOLOGY

BENEDICTION

“Let everything that 
has breath praise the 

Lord.” Psalm 150:6 

Text: Thomas Ken 
(1709) Tune: OLD 

HUNDREDTH 
(Bourgeois, 1551)

What does 
“doxology” mean? 

It’s derived from two 
Greek words meaning 

”glory” and “word.” 
A doxology, then, is a 
spoken word or song 
that ascribes glory to 

God. Today’s doxology 
calls all of creation 

to praise God as the 
source of all blessing 

and acknowledges His 
Trinitarian (three-in-

one) nature.

A team is available for prayer at the front of the Sanctuary following the 
9 AM & 10:30 AM services.

Doxology
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The Last Word
God always has the last 

word in our worship. For 
those who are in Christ 
Jesus, these are always 

words of blessing.
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ADULT MINISTRY
wepc.org/adults

Sunday Morning Discipleship: 9 AM
•	 Evangelism: Consolation in This Fallen 

World / Oct 4 - Nov 22 / Room 810                                          
Evangelism is one of those things that 
everyone feels like they should be doing, 
but very few people do consistently. 
Through looking at the Bible we will seek 
to demystify evangelism and  provide a 
practical approach to how you can offer 
the consolation of the gospel to the people 
around you. Taught by Matt Bouknight 
(matt@wepc.org) & Changjwok Deng 
(changjwok@wepc.org).

•	 Sonship / Beginning Oct 11 / Room 35
Join us as we learn more about how we 
experience God’s delight over us as His 
beloved children and learn what it means to 
practically live by faith. Sonship, developed 
by Serge, aims to increase our love for 
God and others. Register here by October 
4. Contact: Sandy or Meredith Elder 
(santeecoop@gmail.com; elderelder1204@
gmail.com)

Wednesday Night Fellowship:
The Story of Peter
wepc.org/WNF
Through Nov 18 / 6-7:30 PM / WEPC Chapel 
Join us for a look at the story of the apostle 
Peter, whose life helps us see that there is 
plenty of grace for sinners, and that the Gospel 
will certainly change us. That’s our story, too. 
Led by Kevin Greene, Gordon Collier, and Becca 
Wethered. Contact: Kevin (kevin@wepc.org) 

Men's Ministry - Second Monday
Oct 12 / 6:30 PM / Fellowship Hall
Join us for our monthly gathering of men from 
WEPC and the community for food, fellowship, 
and Gospel teaching. Contact: Mike Glasglow 
(atfmanhokie89@yahoo.com)

Young Adult Fellowship
Young Adults at WEPC is a place to grow in your 
faith and connect with others. We have small 
groups that meet weekly and gather for events 
throughout the year.  Contact: Matt Bouknight 
(matt@wepc.org) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH MINISTRY
wepc.org/neighborhood

YOUTH MINISTRY
wepc.org/youth

•	 Middle & High School Youth Group
Wednesdays / 6-7:30 PM / Youth Lounge      

•	 Senior Lunch
TODAY! / 12:15-2 PM / Perzanowski Home      

•	 Freshmen Fellowship
TODAY! / 5 PM / DeRegibus Home                               

Women’s Ministry Bible Studies
Wellspring: Tues 9:30 AM / Restore: Wed 6 PM
Join us as we consider Paul's letter to the 
church at Philippi--a letter of great joy and 
encouragement in the face of difficult 
challenges. All women are welcome. Register 
here! Contact: Brice Bowman (brice@wepc.org)

Small Groups
Want to connect with others and deepen your 
faith this fall? Consider joining a Small Group, 
helping to start a new one, or stepping into one 
of our newly forming discipleship groups. Con-
tact: Matt (matt@wepc.org) or Joy 
(joy@wepc.org).

The Table Fellowship & Prayer
Fridays / 12-1 PM / Room 160
The Table is an informal gathering to pray and 
fellowship as a church, open to anyone. We’ll 
have a short devotional, pray for the needs of 
the church and each other, and eat a packed 
lunch together. Contact: Matt (matt@wepc.org) 

Richmond 8K Training Team
Saturdays / 8 AM / Deep Run Park
Join the Good News Can't Lose Team if you 
are interested in running, jogging, or walking 
the Richmond 8k on Sat, Nov 14. 
Contact: Changjwok (changjwok@wepc.org) 

Simple English Bible Study
2nd & 4th Sundays beginning Oct 11 
5-7 PM / Room 810
Join us for a wonderful opportunity to 
discover the teachings of the Bible and help 
others improve their English in a meaningful 
and accessible way. Led by Changjwok Deng
& Kevin Greene. Contact: Changjwok 
(changjwok@wepc.org) 
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Please continue to check our weekly list 
to help keep the shelves stocked for our 
neighbors.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
wepc.org/children Deacons of the Week: Chris Perry, Jon 

Greenhill, Kurt Zebley, & Mike Glasgow

WEPC Tailgate
Oct 18 / Following the 10:30 Service / Side 
Parking Lot
Hosted by WEPC's Youth Ministry, this is a 
fantastic opportunity for fellowship and fun 
with the entire church family. The Youth 
ministry will provide the main dish of BBQ, but 
we would love for you to sign up to bring a side, 
dessert, or drinks to share. Don't forget to bring 
chairs, games, and picnic blankets! RSVP Here 
(and sign up to bring food if you are able!)

Officer Nominations
Members wishing to nominate a man for elder 
or deacon, please read 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 
for the Biblical qualifications for these offices. 
Notify your nominee and then send his name, 
in writing, to Ann Long (ann@wepc.org) by 
October 31.

WEPC Employment Opportunity: 
Neighborhood Outreach ESL Asst Director
WEPC is currently seeking a female who 
desires to build relationships with our 
neighbors and loves to work on a team that 
supports church ministry. Contact: Heather 
Glissman (heatheresl@wepc.org) 

Psalms for Pilgrims Sermon Series Playlist
Check out our Psalms for Pilgrims Playlist as 
we turn our eyes to our Father for Refuge, 
Helper, Keeper, and Merciful Deliverer. You 
can find it by searching "WEPC Psalms for 
Pilgrims" or "West End Presbyterian Church 
RVA"

GENERAL INFORMATION

MISSIONS

Sundays:
•	 9 AM: Nursery (infant-3 years old) & Sunday 

School
•	 10:30 AM: Nursery (infant-3 years old) &                

Children’s Message
•	 Nursing Mom's Room (service audio 

available during  both services) 

Wednesdays (6-7:30 PM):
•	 JOY Kids (K-3)
•	 Club 4/5
•	 Nursery (birth-4 years old)

YoungLives Metro Richmond Bingo Night
Oct 22 / 6:30-8:30 PM / Fellowship Hall
Join WEPC Missions partner YoungLives  
Metro Richmond to learn how this ministry is 
powerfully impacting local teen parents and 
discover ways to partner with us in-person, 
financially and prayerfully.  Enjoy fellowship, 
dessert, games, and a great informative 
evening!  Contact Joyce Lawrence 
(jcl7577@comcast.net) to register.

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Virginia 
Dinner
Nov 5 / 6 PM / Jefferson Hotel
Join WEPC Missions Partner CEFV for a night 
of music, testimony, and a vision for what God 
has for the future. Contact: Cheryle (cheryl.
simmons@cevfa.com)

Barnabas Basic Training
Nov 7 / 9 AM - 4 PM / Spring Run Presbyterian
Join us for an introduction to the 
foundational principles of The Barnabas 
Model, which considers the human heart 
and human relationships within a Biblical 
framework. Cost is $110 ($15 optional lunch). 
Register now. Scholarships and ministry 
rates available. Contact: Kim (kjohnson@
barnabasrva.org)

FOOD PANTRY
wepc.org/serve

wepc.org/in-missions

FIRST QUARTER GIVING UPDATE
Budgeted Offerings: $606,000
       Actual Offerings: $518,467   (85.56%)                                      
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Keep in Touch

Date: ______________________

Name:______________________ __________________

Children’s Names:_____________________________________________

Address:______________________________________

City:_________________________ State:_____ ZIP:___________

Phone: ____________________

Email:________________________________________

Who invited you to WEPC? How did you first hear about us?

_____________________________________________

◊ Check if this is NEW contact information for you.

◊ Visitor
◊ Male
◊ Female
◊ Single
◊ Student (Grade ___ )
◊ Student (College)
◊ Married
◊ Parent
◊ Widowed

I would like info about:
◊ WEPC 
◊ Women’s Ministry
◊ Men’s Ministry
◊ Young Adult Ministry
◊ Childrens Ministry
◊ Youth Ministry
◊ Adult Classes
◊ Small Groups
◊ Neighborhood Outreach
◊ Becoming a member of WEPC
◊ Other:________________

◊ Please include me on the WEPC email list.

◊ I am interested in learning more about 
becoming a Christian.

Age:
◊ 20 or younger
◊ 21-26
◊ 27-34
◊ 35-49
◊ 50-64
◊ 65 and older

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and 
more sinful than I ever before believed, but, 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than 
I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, 
bearing my punishment, and forgiving me. I run 
from my sins—my old life living for myself—and 
receive you as Savior. Amen.

 Especially if this is your first Sunday with us —welcome! 

 Prayer Requests: Please check the appropriate boxes:

 Prayer of Belief


